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cause of repeated examinations of the same individual, there were actually
only 1,875,000 men who were rejected because of neuropsychiatric disability.
Neuropsychiatric Rejection 45
1942          1943         1944         1945      Average
For every 100 men examined
the per cent rejected for
NPwas                                  9.7%        15.5%        16.0%        16.4%        12%
For every 100 rejections
for all causes, NP causes
amounted to:                        28.4%        42-7%        45-8%        39-2%     39**%
For several reasons, rejection statistics do not give an accurate picture of
the true incidence of disabling neuropsychiatric conditions. While mobiliza-
tion regulations called for a specific diagnosis if a man was rejected, there
were many instances in which it was not possible to give an accurate, specific
diagnosis at the induction station. This was due not only to the limited time
for examination and the lack of any previous information or history but also
because the condition of some men did not justify it. The requirement was
retained, however, until 1944. The examiners were then instructed merely
to list the inductee as "not suitable for military service, due to severe anti-
social tendencies, due to severe neurotic symptoms, due to severe emotional in-
stability, due to severe schizoid tendencies, due to mental deficiency" ** or
as due to epilepsy, sexual psychopathology, enuresis, or other specific, clear-
cut entities when present.
Compilation of statistics was complicated by the variable meaning of the
required diagnoses. In the initial Selective Service Circular No. i mentioned
above, the causes for rejection for neuropsychiatric reasons were listed under
eight categories: mental defect or deficiency, psychopathic personality, major
abnormalities of mood, pre- and postpsychotic personalities, chronic inebriety,
syphilis of the central nervous system, and organic disease of the brain, spinal
cord, or peripheral nerves.
45 Figures given by Medical Statistics Division, Office of the Sturgeon General. In the fig-
ures supplied by Selective Service of registrants aged 18 to 37, up to January i, 1945, there
was a total of 4,493,000 men rejected, of which 801,700 or 17.8 per cent were for mental
illness and personality disorders, not including mental and educational deficiency. These
ktter constituted 19.6 per cent of all rejections in white men, and 10.7 per cent of all rejec-
tions in Negroes. The rejection rate for this type of disorder increased from 22.3 per 1,000
examined in peacetime to 12.2 per 1,000 examined in 1944. Among 18-year-olds more than
one-fifth of the rejections for mental and personality disorders were due to emotional imma-
turity. Of those gainfully employed, the psychoneurosis rejection rate was highest for profes-
sional and managerial workers and lowest for farm laborers, while the cate for other mental
and personality disorders was lowest for the former and highest for the ktter. Rowntree, L. G.;
McGill, K. H.; and Hellman, L. P., "Mental and Personality Disorders in Selective Service
Begistrants," J.AMA., 128:1084-1087, Aug. n, 1945.
46 In War Department Technical Bulletin, Medical 33, 21 April 1944.